
 Center for American Women and Politics 
Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey 
191 Ryders Lane 
New Brunswick, New Jersey 08901-8557 

www.cawp.rutgers.edu 
cawp.info@eagleton.rutgers.edu 
848-932-9384 
Fax: 732-932-6778 
 
 

April 24, 2018         Contact: Chelsea Hill 
For Immediate Release              848-932-8179 
 
 

With Election of Debbie Lesko (AZ-08), Record Number of Women in Congress 
 

The election of Debbie Lesko to fill a vacancy in Arizona’s 8th congressional district will result in a record 
high for women’s representation in the U.S. Congress. Upon Lesko’s swearing in, 107 women will serve in 
the 115th Congress, including 78 Democrats and 29 Republicans. For the first time, women will hold 20% of 
all congressional seats; they will be 19.3% of all members of the House of Representatives and 23% of all 
members of the Senate. These data do not include the five women who currently serve as non-voting 
delegates in the House.  
 
With the addition of Lesko, 84 women will serve as voting members of the House of Representatives, 
including 61 Democrats and 23 Republicans. This does not mark a record high for women’s representation in 
the House, as 84 women representatives served in both the 114th and 115th Congresses, prior to the death of 
Representative Louise Slaughter (D-NY).  
 
The data on women in Congress were compiled by the Center for American Women and Politics, a unit of 
the Eagleton Institute of Politics at Rutgers University-New Brunswick.  
 
Representative-elect Lesko is the second Republican woman elected to Congress from Arizona. The first, 
Representative Martha McSally, was elected in 2014. She is the 7th woman ever elected to the U.S. House 
from Arizona, a state that has yet to send a woman to the U.S. Senate, and will be the third woman member 
of Arizona’s current nine-member House delegation.  
 
 
 
About CAWP  
The Center for American Women and Politics (CAWP), a unit of the Eagleton Institute of Politics at Rutgers-New 
Brunswick, is nationally recognized as the leading source of scholarly research and current data about American 
women’s political participation. Its mission is to promote greater knowledge and understanding about women's 
participation in politics and government and to enhance women's influence and leadership in public life. CAWP’s 
education and outreach programs translate research findings into action, addressing women’s under-representation in 
political leadership with effective, imaginative programs serving a variety of audiences. As the world has watched 
Americans considering female candidates for the nation's highest offices, CAWP’s over four decades of analyzing and 
interpreting women’s participation in American politics have provided a foundation and context for the discussion. – 
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