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WOMEN APPOINTED TO PRESIDENTIAL CABINETS

Seven women currently serv e in the Obama administration in cabinet or cabinet -level position s. Forty-eight
women have held a total of 54 cabinet or cabinet -level appointments in the history of our nation. Of the 48,
30 had cabinet posts, including two who headed two different departments . Three more women held both
a cabinet post and a position defined as cabinet -level, and one held two cabinet -level posts.

Thirty -one of these women were appointed by Democratic presi dents and 17 by Republicans.
Ten presidents (four Democrats and six Republicans) have appointed women to their cabinets .*

Cabinet or Cabinet -level Firsts:
Woman: France s Perkins: (Secretary of Labor, 1933, Rooseve It)
African American wom en: Patricia Roberts Harris (Secretary of Housing and Urban Development,
1977, Carter) ; Loretta Lynch (Attorney General, 2015, Obama)
Hispanic woman: Aida Alvarez (Administrator, Small Business Administration, 1997, Clinton)
Asian American woman : Elaine Chao (Secretary of Labor, 2001, G.W. Bush)

To date, 23 cabinet or cabinet -level posts have been filled by women:
Seven women have served as : Secretary of Labor
Five women have served as : Secretary of Health and Human Services **
Four women have served as : Environmental Protection Agency Administrator , U.N. Ambassador

Three women have served as : Secretary of State, Secretary of Commerce, Small Business
Administrator, Council of Economic Advisers Chair, U.S. (Special) Trade Representative.

Two women have served as : Secretaries : Education; Health, Education and Welfare ** ; Housing and
Urban Development; Interior; and Transportation ; and as Attorney General and Office of Management
and Budget Director .

One woman has served in each of the r emaining cabinet or cabinet -level positions, except that three
departments have never been headed by women who were appointed and confirmed : Defense,
Treasury, and Veterans Affairs.

Among the appointees, seventeen have been attorneys:
Barshefsky, Browner, Clinton, Dole, Harris, Heckler, Hills, Hufstedler, LaChance, Lynch, Napolitano,
Mn gs nm+ RawkrdPrigker+ Reno, and Veneman.

Eleven had backgrounds in academe:
Albright, Harris, Kirkpatrick, Kreps, Rice, Rivlin, Romer, Schwab, Shalala, Tyson, and Yellen.

Eight women have held federal or state -wide elective offices before serving in cabinets:
Three who served as governors (Whitman, Napolitano, Sebelius)
One who was an elected state attorney general (Norton)
One who served in the U.S. Senate (C linton)
Three who served in the U.S. House (Martin, Heckler, Solis)

* |n addition, although President Truman did not appoint any women, Secretary of Labor Frances Perkins, a holdover from the
Roosevelt administration, served in his cabinet.

** Patricia Roberts Harris was appointed as Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare, but became Secretary of Health and

Human Services when the department was renam ed in May 1980. We count these as a single appointment.
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