


reported sex crimes. Under this new law, investigating law enforcement agencies are required to
submit all evidence of sexual assault to the crime lab within 10 days of receiving it from a hospital.
This ensures that evidence is analyzed in a timely fashion, which will help with the prosecution of
perpetrators.

2. This August, Gov. Quinn signed into law the Safe Children Act, which protects minors from
being criminally tried for prostitution and instead places them in the care of child protective services.
The average age an American girl is first trafficked into the commercial sex industry in the U.S. is 12
years old. This law will help childhood victims of sexual trafficking receive the support services they
need and help prevent further abuse.

3. In the November elections, women comprised 53 percent of  the electorate. While I  always
encourage all men and women to vote, it's encouraging to see that women were in the majority of
those committed to making their voices heard.

4. On both a national and local level, women reached historic milestones in public office. With
Elena Kagan's  appointment,  we now have three women serving on the Supreme Court.  And in
Chicago, Toni Preckwinkle became the first African-American female to be elected as Cook County
board president.

5.  While 1 in 4 women in Chicago are uninsured and 45 percent  of  women in the U.S.  are
uninsured or underinsured, the health care reform act signed this year by President Obama promises
a better health care landscape for women in 2014.

While there are events worth celebrating, it's clear we are still a long way from a community in
which the needs of women and families are a priority. As the leader of an organization serving over
138,000 women, children and families annually, I am committed to making positive change in 2011.
One of our mottos at YWCA Metropolitan Chicago is "strong alone, fearless together." I truly believe
that by educating people on the issues affecting women and families, we will build a community of
citizens dedicated to social change. As you begin to think about your goals for the coming year, I
hope you will consider joining me in this endeavor.

Follow Christine Bork on Twitter: www.twitter.com/YWCAChicagoCEO




