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Reasons to Vote

Next Month

They're all women! At
press time, there were at
least 99 female congres-
sional and gubernatorial
candidates across the
nation. In California,
three contenders for top
jobs are women. State
Representative Nikki
Haley, 38, could become
one of the youngest gov-
ernors ever of South
Carolina. And in New
Mexico and Oklahoma,
every major candidate
for governor is female.
Why should you
vote for a woman over
aman? You shouldn’t!
You should vote your
views, whatever they are.
But this year, there’s
likely to be a female can-
didate who shares those
views. In the recent past,
women running for
office have tended to be
Democrats, but 2010’s
crew includes everyone
from bleeding-heartlib-
erals to Bill O'Reilly con-
servatives. The variety is
due to the “Palin effect,”
says Debbie Walsh,

director of the Center
for American Women
and Politics. “With
Sarah Palin and the Tea
Party, we've seen a spike
in conservative women
running.” Other groups
are seeing interest too:
“There’s been such an
awakening for the next
generation about why
it’s important to have
women in office,” says
Stephanie Schriock,
president of EMILY’s
List, a group that sup-
ports pro-choice Demo-
cratic women.

And that’s a good
thing, because girls—
tomorrow’s achievers—
should see role models
of all political stripes.
Yet women make up
only 17 percent of the
U.S. Congress. “Twenty
percent of the Afghan
parliament are women,”
says Representative
Gabrielle Giffords
(D-Ariz.). “We really
can’t do better than the
country that’s been
ruled by the Taliban?”
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PLEDGE
ALLEGIANCE
to your
candidate on
November 2!

Of course, the only
way we'll ever get more
women into office is if
more women run. “Get
involved in your com-
munity, says Marjorie
Dannenfelser, president
of the Susan B. Anthony
List, which supports
anti-abortion women
candidates. “If you see
yourselfas a candidate,
testit out. Look for arole
model, ask her advice.”

And though some
women fear they can’t
hold office and have a
life, Rep. Giffords, whose
astronaut husband will
blast offin the space
shuttle this winter, is
proofyou can. “It’s chal-
lenging,” she says. “But
nothing worth accom-
plishing comes easily.”

Register to
Vote—Don'’t Wait
Till November!
Some states” deadlines
are 30 days before an
election; go to rock
thevote.com. Also,
help the 2012 Project
(cawp.rutgers.edu) get
women of both parties
into Congress.

THE COUNTDOWN

THE 7 SCARIEST
MOVIE
MOMENTS OF
ALLTIME

In honor of Halloween, our
Judges rate the spine-
chillingest scenes ever made.
BY JESSICA SEIGEL

Rosemary’s Baby. Satan
himself has his hideous
way with pixie-haired Mia
Farrow in this 1968
Roman Polanski flick.

The Exorcist. |n this

1973 horror pic, markings scraped
on Linda Blair's stomach from the
inside read: “Help me.” Hello, head-
spinning creepiness!

Carrie. One accessory you
don't want on your strappy
white prom gown: pig’s blood.
Outcast Sissy Spacek fights
back in this 1976 adaptation
of the Stephen King thriller.

The Ring. An evil ghoul-gir!
crawls out of the TV in the
2002 bone-chiller as Naomi Watts
races to save her family from the
mortal curse of a haunted video.

Psycho. In Alfred Hitchcocks

1960 gem, complete with
shower scene, Janet Leigh
finds that service at the
Bates Motel is truly, um,
cutting-edge.

Jaws. The underwater

camera shot of a pretty girl's legs
as she skinny-dips at dusk can
mean only one thing—it’s feeding
time for the great white. Still
terrifying beachgoers 35 years later.

Halloween. A young
Jamie Lee Curtis
disarms a masked serial
killer with a hanger while
trapped in a closet in
this 1978 trick-or-treat classic.

Expert judges: Elvira, Mistress of the Dark; Sheri
Moon Zombie, actress-designer; Meredith O’Hayre,
author of The Scream Queen'’s Survival Guide




