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Women are more visible in the political realm than ever before: Sarah Palin, Nancy Pelosi,
and Hillary Clinton have all made it to the top of their profession. To a casual observer, it may @,mgmm,on ot ek
seem as though American women are breaking the proverbial glass ceiling. They're not.

Despite our status as the world's premier democracy, the United States ranks 74th in the

world when it comes to female lawmakers, behind Venezuela (71), Austria (27), and Angola s MUST D Isc USSED
(10). Sure, other nations have quota systems to help women in the political ranks, but the
United States, with all its ideals, shouldn’t need such things. 1. California Bans Plastic Bags
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mention a campaign staff. But familial obligations aside, plenty of women simply don't feel
competent enough for public office. “A man and a woman can have the same exact resume,
but a woman won't feel like she has the qualifications to run for office,” says Andrea Steele,

whose organization, Emerge America, trains Democratic women how to run for office. “This is 7. This Guy Wrote the World's "Most Beautit
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“A lot of women find the mechanics of politics daunting and distasteful,” says Steele. “They
say, ‘| have to fundraise? They're going to probe into my personal life?’ The whole arena is
off-putting.” Erin Vilarde from the nonpartisan White House Project also used the word
“arena,” telling me, “When politics become partisan, uncivil, it turns women off. It doesn't look
like an arena where you can get something done.” Other times women just don’t feel wanted
in political expeditions.

According to the Center for American Women and Politics, women are more likely to go into
office after being recruited. “Most women state representatives ran for their first elective
office because of encouragement, which echoes the findings of recent studies of candidates
and potential candidates,” write the researchers in their report, “Poised to Run.” San
Francisco School Board member Rachel Norton told me that she ran because a friend
suggested it, and New Mexico State Representative Karen Gianni said the same thing. Even
after being asked, however, sometimes women want a helping hand.

There are dozens of organizations, networks, and PACs dedicated to training and electing
female lawmakers. Republicans have groups like the Wish List and the National Federation of
Republican Women, and Democrats have their own groups, such as EMILY’s List and
Steele’s Emerge America. Women who enroll will learn the same standard skills men would
learn: How to speak concisely, lessons on community organization, and tips on
messaging—but from an entirely different perspective. “We look at it through a gendered
lens,” says Vilarde of the nonpartisan White House Project. As Steele mentioned above,
fundraising proves to be quite the foible for female politicians. In most circumstances, women
are fantastic fundraisers; when it comes to asking for themselves, they buckle.
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