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Oh the  other hadn, Coakley-having married late and had no children-had to go it alone. At her campaign's end, Vicki Reggie Kennedy, Senator
Kennedy's wife, came in to give her a badly needed touch of glamour. In the final days, President Obama tried to bring this glamour to the sinking
Plain Jane, too, but it didn't do the trick.  
 
Women candidates, beware: Soon glamour may be what political campaigns are all about. Men don't need to worry about this part of 
campaigning (the Christie-Corzine contest is a case in point), but if our society continues to be so celebrity obsessed, beautiful, sexy women may
have a better shot at the prize than women who are considered unattractive.

I asked Debbie Walsh, the director of the Center for American Women and Politics at Rutgers University, whether I rightly detected sexism
against female candidates. "Unfortunately, it's still true that when women run for high-level elective office, they encounter intense scrutiny of their
physical appearance," Walsh responded. "Whether it is Hillary Clinton running for President, Sarah Palin running for Vice President, or, most
recently, Martha Coakley's run for the U.S. Senate, this scrutiny can adversely affect the outcome of a close race."

Sexism may only have played a small role in the outcome of the Massachusetts election, but it surely was present. John F. Kennedy's poignant
words "defeat is an orphan" are now Martha Coakley's to absorb alone. But the sexist attitudes that still abound at the highest levels of American
politics still remain for all of us to ponder.

Susie Wilson, former executive coordinator of the Network for Family Life Education at Rutgers University's Center for Applied
and Professional Psychology (now renamed Answer), is a national leader in the fight for effective sexuality and HIV/AIDS

education and for prevention of adolescent pregnancy. She can be reached at susie.wilson@comcast.net .

 




